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glossing. I soon abandoned hope of identifying everyone who ap-
pears in them. The poet may have his Melchizedek and Ucalegon,
but the editor's peace of mind is disturbed by a hundred shadowy
worthies who grew up and perished, as the summer fly. If the
abundance of genealogical information arouses the impatience of
the democratic reader, I can only plead that in Victorian times a
man's birth was often the most important thing about him. Was it
not Mr. Sparsit's supreme distinction to have been a Powler?
Most of the books I have used are specifically mentioned in the
notes, but I must here record a general indebtedness to the follow-
ing reference works: Frederic Boase's Modern English Biography,
the various editions of Burke's Peerage and Landed Gentry;
G. E. C.'s Complete Peerage both in the first edition and, insofar
as it has progressed, in the revision of the Hon. Vicary Gibbsj The
Dictionary of American Biography; The Dictionary of National
Biography; Pierre Larousse's Grand dictionnaire universel du
XIXe siecle and the Larousse du XXe siecle-, Henry Richards
Luard's Graduati Cantabrigienses; and W. D. Parish's List of
Carthusians.

Carlyle, who was an experienced but not a remarkably scrupu-
lous scholar, even by Victorian standards, described editing as "lit-
erary navvy work," and there are hours when the modern editor,
of whom so much more diligence is expected, must confess to in-
tense weariness of the flesh. But to have the job done is in the end
reward enough, and I plan after the war to supplement this edition
with a volume of Thackeray's unpublished letters in English col-
lections. Before I say farewell to Thackeray, I hope also to write
his biography, attempting a somewhat more ambitious treatment
than was possible before the publication of his correspondence.
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I come finally to the pleasant duty of thanking the persons whose
generosity has made this edition possible. Though limitations of
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whom I am indebted that my acknowledgments are only in appear-
ance perfunctory. I question if any editor has had more reason to